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CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL JA, TW 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE GENERALS VISITING TAIWAN 

REF: TAIPEI 1639 

1 . JDA PUBLIC INFORMATION DIVDIR WAS STARTLED BY EMBOFF'S 
RECOUNTING OF CHINA POST STORY IN REFTEL. HE SUPPOSED THAT 
BECAUSE GENERAL MATSUMAI, FORMER CHIEF OF AIR DEFENSE COMMAND, 
HAD BEEN ACTIVE IN AVIATION BUSINESS CIRCLES SINCE HIS RETIREMENT 
ABOUT TEN YEARS AGO, THE SEA TOUR WAS BEING SPONSORED BY 
BUSINESS INTERESTS. IN ANY CASE, JDA WAS NOT INVOLVED IN 

TRIP AND COULD ONLY ASSUME OTHER GENERALS IN GROUP WERE 
ALSO RETIRED MILITARY-BUSINESSMEN. OUR FURTHER DIGGING IN 
JDA HAS UNCOVERED THE PRESENTLY UN VERIFIABLE RUMOR THAT THE 
SIXTEEN GENERALS, BEING THE REMNANTS OF A GROUP THAT TRAINED 
CHINAT FORCES ON TAIWAN CIRCA 1949, WERE INVITED BACK BY GOC. 

2. FONOFF WAS EQUALLY STARTLED. AFTER CHECKING, CHINA 
DIVDIR FUJITA INFORMED US THAT REGIONAL POLICY DIVISION HAD 
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TOUR. SINCE GROUP ASKED FOR NO ASSISTANCE IN TAIWAN, CHINA 
DIVISION HAD NEITHER BEEN CONSULTED NOR AWARE OF THE 
TAIPEI STOPOVER. VISIT WAS ARRANGED THROUGH PRIVATE CHANNELS. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, EVEN THOUGH THE GENERALS ARE INDEED RETIRED, 
FUJITA SAID THAT THE VISIT AND THE GENERALS' REPORTED 
REMARKS COULD PROVE EMBARRASSING FOR THE GOJ. IF SOCIALISTS, 

HE SAID, LEARN OF VISIT (WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN ANY REPORTS IN 
JAPANESE PRESS), THEY MAY WELL ATTACK THE GOJ IN THE DIET. 

SHOULD THIS HAPPEN, FONOFF WILL RESPOND THAT THE TAIWAN 
VISIT IS PRIVATE AND THE GOJ HAS HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH IT. 

BECAUSE EMBARRASSMENT WOULD HAVE BEEN GREATLY COMPOUNDED IF 
SUBJECT CAME UP UNEXPECTEDLY IN DIET, FUJITA EXPRESSED 
GREAT APPRECIATION WE ALERTED HIM TO THE VISIT. IN CONCLUSION, 
FUJITA RECONFIRMED THAT GOJ POLICY CIRCUMSCRIBING OFFICIAL 
TRAVEL TO TAIWAN IS UNCHANGED. 

HODGSON 
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